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1. Executive summary
The Romaversitas Project is one of the few efforts made in the Republic of Macedonia aimed at improving university education of the Roma population. It has established itself not only among the Roma, but also among the non-Roma student population.

The Romaversitas Project demonstrates a high degree of successfulness in the realization of the set goals and objectives and achievement of the set indicators.

The evaluation confirmed the high degree of satisfaction on the part of the RV Project beneficiaries with their participation therein. The majority of Romaversitas students beneficiaries progress successfully in their studies and achieve the academic standards expected in higher education. The support of the tutors and their participation in the other RV Project activities are directly related to their success in the studies.
The project objective of improving the study and carrier prospects of targeted Roma students was being achieved through sets of activities of academic and informative nature. The development of competences among students serves the purpose of strengthening their capacities for learning and progress in their studies and in life in general. 
This Project is highly significant for the Roma students, thus should come as no surprise that the participating Roma students demonstrate high achievements level in their learning, in the progression from one semester into another and in the completion of their studies. As regards learning, students are progressing successfully within the boundaries of their potentials. What characterizes them are their high level of motivation and their resolve to successfully complete their studies.
The tutorship system is operating with success and has proven itself to be a good solution for overcoming the problems emerging in any mentorship system, and it is to be expected that in the coming period it will be accepted by the majority of Roma, and maybe non-Roma, students. The majority of those Roma students who benefited from the support of tutors not only managed to successfully pass the subjects in which they were tutored, but also developed abilities such as how to learn and how to plan learning, increased motivation for learning, etc. A larger number of users of the tutorship system are not to be expected, as part of the beneficiaries of the RV Project has no need of a tutor. As a matter of fact, the tutorship system has been set up for only those students who have a need of assistance and is part of the services/activities provided by the RV Project.
The Program objective of strengthening the interaction of Roma and non Roma students as a way for overcoming existing prejudices and stereotypes, in addition to those cases in the tutorship system where the tutor is Macedonian and the tutee a Roma, is achieved also through training on intercultural education and cooperation. Since only 15 Roma and 10 non-Roma students took part in this training (that is very small number for a significant impact) this is an area where RV needs to put more efforts in the future. The RV activities requiring joint presence and participation of Roma and non-Roma students seems the best way of strengthening this component and can well result in strengthening intercultural dialogue and cooperation. 
Romaversitas needs to carry on its work, which it does with success, and to continue to take into account the needs and interests of students in order to be able to meet them suitably and in time. It is obvious that in the coming period it needs to ensure continuance and strengthening of activities, for which interest was expressed by the majority of students. Strengthening the intercultural education and cooperation component provided an opportunity for strengthening RV itself and for expansion of the Project. The involvement of non-Roma students proved to be a correct step and needs to be nurtured and enhanced.
2. Introduction

University education attainment of Roma is the lowest in the country. According to the 2002 Census, only 0.3% of the Roma have some form of post-secondary education. Albeit slow, the number of Roma university students and graduates in the country is increasing (from 126 students and 8 graduates in the academic year 2001/02, to 184 students and 13 graduates in 2007/08). 

	           TABLE 1. NUMBER OF ROMA UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AND GRADUATES IN RM BY ACADEMIC YEARS

	Academic year
	Total number of Roma university students (from all academic years)
	Roma students enrolled in 1st year of university studies
	Roma university graduates

	2001-2002
	126
	57
	8

	2002-2003
	136
	46
	3

	2003-2004
	93
	25
	2

	2004-2005
	103
	29
	3

	2005-2006
	140
	53
	6

	2006-2007
	186
	85
	7

	2007-2008
	184
	76
	13


          Source: State Statistical Office of RM, Statistical Annual Reviews 
The Republic of Macedonia saw in the last decade a broad action for reforming education in all tiers. To this end, with the substantial support from FOSIM, a number of strategic and operational documents were developed, the most significant being the National Program for the Development of Education 2005-2015, which represents a conceptual framework according to which a number of operational documents were designed for the different tiers and areas of education. 
After joining the Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015, Macedonian Government has committed to work for a greater inclusion of Roma in the social and economic life, with a special focus on their situation in the area of education, employment, health and housing. A Strategy for Roma inclusion was designed in 2004 by the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy of the Republic of Macedonia, as well as the National Decade Action Plans in the four decade areas (revised latter in 2009).  
In parallel to these state efforts, the NGO sector played a significant role in the affirmation and development of the Roma issues, with a special stress on the improvement of the social status and educational structure of this population group and, within it, primarily of youth. A large number of Roma NGOs are active on the territory of the Republic of Macedonia at the moment. Especially noteworthy, however, is the role of FOSIM in the affirmation of the Roma issue. 

The Foundation project Romaversitas (RV), managed in the last years to build an efficient system for supporting Roma higher education students, thus becoming the strongest factor in enhancing university education among Roma in the country.  

In the period between 2001 and 2010, RV provided 316 scholarships to 150 Roma university students. Approximately 80 Roma university students from different study fields have benefited from the wide range of opportunities and services offered each year by RV. Romaversitas Program activities had a great impact on increasing the retention rate of targeted students  and on increasing the number of Roma university graduates. 36 out of total 42 Roma university graduates in the country in the period 2000/01-2007/08 were students benefitting from Romaversitas activities (scholarship, tutoring, additional academic support etc.). Romaversitas university graduates represent the biggest share (over 85%) in the total number of Roma university graduates at the national level. 
The National Strategy for Roma and the revised National Education Action Plan for the period 2009-2011 recognize that Romaversitas project represent successful and positive interventions that bring results and contribute to the improvement of the educational status of Roma in higher education. Romaversitas experience with scholarships and tutoring of students has been indicated in the Action Plan as exemplifying specific measures to be undertaken and consequently supported by the Ministry of Education and Science and the Government in the coming years. 
Despite all these efforts, the national university access rate of Roma is still low. Those who enroll into university face difficulties with transition from one to another academic semester/year, due to their poor educational foundation. Some Roma students still need additional support to successfully cope with the studying, and some also lack other skills (IT, foreign languages etc.) that make them less competitive on the troubled labor market.
3. Description of the Project

a) Goals and objectives
The RV-Macedonia project addresses the problem of low study and career prospects of Roma students enrolled into Macedonian universities. It builds on positive experiences, accumulated knowledge and the lessons learned during the nine years of the RV existence and implementation of projects; it supports the goals of the Roma Decade, and reflects on and contributes to the implementation of the Revised National Education Action Plans for Roma inclusion in Macedonia.
The overall project goal is to empower about 80 Roma university students socially and academically so they are better prepared for their future life and carrier. By doing so, the project contributes to creation of a critical mass of well educated Roma (Roma university graduates) that will in a long run stand for themselves and for the Roma community.

The RV project aims to achieve this goal by pursuing the following objectives:
(1) To improve the study and carrier prospects of targeted Roma students; 

(2) To strengthen the interaction of Roma and non Roma students as a way for overcoming existing prejudices and stereotypes;
The project aims to achieve its objectives through the implementation of the following two key project components and principal methodology, as well as a number of different activities:

(1) Direct Education and Other Support to and from Roma University Students

· Tutoring: As in previous years, the personal tutoring scheme (PTS) was open to all Roma university students throughout the academic year offering assistance when needed. PTS was designed for the benefit of Roma students to help them comprehend the complex academic contents and to provide possibilities for remedying any problems which they may have encountered with individual lecture courses. RV responded to students’ specific needs using the already established PTS Voucher system. 

· Academic training workshops were organized in the period between two examination sessions, when the students are not under the pressure of studying hard for their exams (December, March, April, May). 4 one day workshops were organized for Roma and non-Roma students. The specific workshop topics were defined in accordance with student interests and needs. Training was carried out by junior assistants, professors and professionals experienced in their field of work, all of whom designed and implemented a program comprising theoretical as well as practical and interactive training sessions.  

· Student Initiatives and Projects (SIPs) offered the students development opportunities through an open call announced in December 2010. RV supported 5 selected SIPs providing small grants for small scale research projects and other students’ initiatives on the topics of their academic and non-academic interest which were implemented both nationally and locally. One of the requirements was that these projects were designed, developed and implemented by mixed project teams (90% of Roma and 10% non-Roma students) 

· Foreign language courses were offered at the beginning of the academic year 2010/2011 to students, who could take maximum two language courses per semesters depending on the need, interest, attendance and demonstrated progress. 

· The computer literacy courses were also provided to students. These last two activities were aimed at developing student language and computer skills necessary for further academic upgrading. 

· Roma index blog: As students are keen to use new instead of traditional media, the students newspaper Roma index continued its operation in a different form (blog), at no costs but with the same intention, namely offering and promoting open and flexible space where Roma and non-Roma students can write and openly express their opinions whenever they like and whenever they have something to share/present. 
· Peer mentoring by Roma university students to last year Roma secondary school students was conducted over a period of four months in the course of the project year. 
· Library and Internet resources were available to students on a daily basis, attending to their academic needs. The library was continuously upgraded with new reference titles. Romaversitas maintained its rented premises throughout the project life equipped with 12 PC computers and internet access. 
(2) Intercultural Education and Understanding (supported by FOSIM)

· Education for Social Justice Training –Roma and non-Roma students were provided training in a mixed group; the training was divided into two modules, three days each. The students received a total of 6 days training (2 times 3 days training), the first module in September and the second one in November 2010.

The implementation of the goals, objectives and activities of the RV Project was expected to yield the following Project outcomes:
· Improved retention rate of targeted Roma students; 

· Improved achievement rate of Roma students in academic subjects in which they received tutoring support;

· Enhanced interaction of Roma and non Roma students. 

The indicators against which the successfulness of the RV Project is measured are as follows:
· 80 Roma university students were expected to benefit from the RV assistance offered. 90 % were to successfully register the following academic semester, keeping the high retention rate attained in the previous years;

· 30 students were to receive tutoring assistance and at least 80 % of them were expected to successfully pass the exam in which they received tutoring;

· A total of 60 students were expected to participate in 4 academic workshops/training (50 Roma and 10 non-Roma students);  

· 30 Roma students were to attend foreign language and 30 students computer courses;

· 5 SIPs were to be designed and implemented by a total of around 25 students (20 Roma and 5 non-Roma); 

· At least 50 Roma high school graduates were expected to receive non-formal peer mentoring for supporting their future university education; 

· 15 Roma and 10 non-Roma students were to attend education for social justice training.
4. Evaluation methodology:
For the purposes of the RV Project 2010/2011, research was carried out among 119 Project beneficiaries: 82 Roma university students (37 male and 45 female) and 14 (8 male and 6 female) non-Roma university student. It was conducted through: analysis of documentation, periodical reports and questionnaires (82 Roma university students and 14 non-Roma university students).

The evaluation consisted of two basic components: 

1) Review and analysis of the Romaversitas records/documentation (periodical reports and student portfolios) in order to record the actual situation of the Project beneficiaries at the universities in the Republic of Macedonia for the period 2010/2011;
2) Carrying out of empirical research (a questionnaire) aimed at ascertaining the opinions and attitudes of the university students on their own progress and on the implementation of the Project. 

The evaluation was carried out from June to September 2011.The analysis of the results obtained will be presented in the context of the main goal of RV Project and functionally related to it. 

The evaluation was conducted with the assistance of Romaversitas. The research used data received from the data base of Romaversitas and also data collected in the field for the purpose of the research. In order to ensure as high a possible objectivity of the evaluation, all phases of the empirical research were carried out with a high degree of anonymity and personal data protection. Objective data were obtained from the universities and anonymous questionnaires were also received. This elevated the level of objectivity of the results, which makes this research a realistic presentation of the situation of the Roma students participating in the RV Project.
5. Main Findings

I. Objective: To improve the study and carrier prospects of targeted Roma students

Romaversitas worked to attain this objective through Direct education and other Support component (tutoring, academic training workshops, student Initiatives and Projects (SIPs), foreign language and computer courses, Roma index blog, Peer mentoring by Roma university students to last year Roma secondary school students as well as library and internet resources available for RV students).
1. Coverage

In the academic year 2010/11, the RV Project covered a total of 82 Roma university students from different academic years (37 male and 45 female). Data shows that in the study year 2010/11, from 82 RV Project beneficiaries, 63 Roma students enrolled at the “Sts Cyril and Methodius” University in Skopje  (UKIM), 3 students at the Southeast Europe University in Tetovo (SEEU), 5 students at the “St. Clement of Ohrid” University in Bitola (UKLO), 2 at State University of Tetovo (SUT), 7 at “Goce Delchev” University in Shtip (UGD), 1 at the Military Academy in Skopje and 1 at the BAS - Skopje. (See: Tab. 2)
	TABLE 2: DISTRIBUTION OF RV STUDENTS BENEFICIARIES   ACCORDING TO STUDY YEARS, GENDER, STUDY AREAS  AND UNIVERSITIES 2010/2011

	Roma University students
	Male
	Female
	TOTAL
	Natural Science

 students
	Social Science

 students

	I year 
	12
	13
	25
	5
	20

	II year
	5
	13
	18
	4
	14

	III year
	5
	5
	10
	1
	9

	IV year
	11
	8
	19
	3
	16

	V year
	0
	1

	1
	1
	0

	Graduated
	4
	5
	9
	1
	8

	Total
	37
	45
	82
	18
	62

	UKIM – Skopje
	30
	33
	63
	13
	50

	UKLO - Bitola
	4
	1
	5
	1
	4

	SEEU - Tetovo
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2

	SU - Tetovo
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1

	UGD - Shtip
	1
	6
	7
	1
	6

	Military academy - Skopje
	
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Business  and administration 
	
	1
	1
	
	1


The distribution according to the year of study indicates that in the academic year 2010/11, there was equal distribution of students in all study years. 27 of the total number of students had previous benefitted from an RV scholarship, whereas 20 (74%) of them are junior or senior year students or have graduated. This shows that students using the services of RV progress successfully in their studies.
As regards subject areas, the RV Project beneficiaries were in the course of the academic year 2010/11 included in study programs in the area of natural sciences (18) and social sciences (62). Unlike previous years, when the majority of students had enrolled into teaching faculties, in the academic year 2010/11 only 43 (52%) of the project beneficiaries have opted to do so. 

By analyzing the selection of the faculties and scientific areas, it can be concluded that the Roma students still prefer social sciences. This choice is in line with the general trend in the country where socio-political and humanistic sciences dominate as the most attractive study options among the student population. For a while now, the technical, natural and bio-medical sciences are not sufficiently attractive for the secondary school graduates, and the faculties educating such scientific profiles have problems in filling the enrolment quotas, i.e. have small number of students.

This evaluation too, confirms the conclusion presented in 2006/07, 2007/08 and 2008/09 that the choice of Roma students’ study fields has its advantages, especially from the perspective of the general problems the Roma population faces. The majority of students enroll in study courses which educate teachers. Given that researches analyzing Roma issues in the country so far put to the forefront the issues of education and selected the lack of Roma teachers in schools as one of the stronger factors that adversely affect the educational achievements of Roma students, such a choice of the RV beneficiaries is significant not only in respect of their own future, but benefits the whole Roma population in the state. 
2. Retention rate

The transition rate of RV student beneficiaries maintains also in the year 2010/11 an upward trend. Looking at the data on transition (or progression) from the years 2007/08 and 2008/09, we notice a slight increase in the progression of students. 
	Table 3: RETENTION RATE OF RV BENEFICIARIES DIVIDED BY ACADEMIC/PROJECT YEARS

	Academic year 2007/08
	2008/09
	2010/2011

	No of student beneficiaries
	Enrolled in next semester
	No of student beneficiaries
	Enrolled in next semester
	No of student beneficiaries
	Enrolled in next semester

	46
	41
	47
	43
	82
	76

	89.13%
	91.49%
	92.68%


Of the total of 82 RV student beneficiaries 76 (or 92.68%) made a successful transition into the subsequent semester. The evaluation confirms the conclusion stated in the previous reports that the Program has managed not only to increase the number of Roma students in higher education, but also to help those enrolled to remain in education and progress successfully. Therefore, it is to be expected that higher education continues its affirmation in the Roma community and that the number of Roma students increases in future. In addition to the interventions of the state in this sphere, which have been increasing in recent times, the strongest influence in the improvement of this situation comes undoubtedly from this Program.
In the course of academic year 2010/2011, 10 RV students (current and/or previous year’s beneficiaries) graduated and obtained university degree, while another 12 RV students are expected to graduate by the end of 2011. Comparing to the number of 13 Roma university graduates in 2007/08 on a national level indicated by the State Statistical office (see table 1), this year number of RV graduates represent an immense success.  
3. Tutoring assistance
Out of 82 Roma university students that participated in Romaversitas activities in the academic year 2010/11, 32 students benefited from tutor assistance (11 males and 21 females).
	Table 4 :Tutoring assistance  ROMAVERSITAS TUTORING PROGRAM FOR THE ACDEMIC YEAR 2010/11

	No of students that received tutoring
	No of tutors engaged
	No of tutoring hours
	No of tutoring subjects
	No of subjects successfully completed by the tutees
	Success rate (%)
	Average mark

	32
	33
	1548
	61
	52
	85.24%
	7.01


The personal tutoring scheme (PTS) offered assistance as needed and was open to all Roma university students throughout the academic year. PTS was designed to help the Roma students comprehend the complex academic contents and to provide possibilities for remedying any problems which could be encountered in the individual lecture courses. In order to be able to respond to the specific students’ needs, Romaversitas launched a PTS Voucher System.

33 tutors were engaged in providing tutoring assistance to 32 RV students in a total of 61 subjects (1 student could be tutored in more than 1 subject). The tutors were most often junior assistants, demonstrators, valedictorian students in general or in the respective subject area, and graduated students. In total, in the course of the academic year 2010/2011, these 32 students used 1548 tutor credit, or on average 48.37 credits per student.

From a total of 61 tutored subjects, a passing grade was awarded in 52 ( 85.24% success rate), students failed to pass /complete 7 subjects in which they received tutorials, while the remaining 2 exams the students will take in November. The final outcome, however, will not change the impression of success of the tutor assistance. 
It is obvious that the tutorship system is well set up and yields results, and hence confirms the decision for it to replace the mentorship system which was applied until the academic year 2006/07. It is no surprise at all that only 32 students of the RV Project recipients used tutor assistance in this academic year. The respective students need additional support which they obtain through using tutor assistance. The average grade of these students (7.01) is somewhat lower that of the students who have not been using tutors to help them (7.24). In the group of students not resorting to tutor assistance, 22 are in the junior or senior year or have graduated. Some of these students had the opportunity to use tutors in the course of their studying in the last years and, as the previous periodic evaluations showed, expressed a high degree of satisfaction with the tutorship system and indicated that it had helped them greatly to overcome the initial difficulties. The majority of students (68.22% of them) who did not use the help of a tutor stated as reason for that the fact that they had not been in need of tutor assistance. It is evident that only the poorer achievers and those most in need of additional help use the assistance of tutors in their studying. 
The best confirmation for the successfulness of the tutorship system is the very statements of the students, who without exception indicate a high degree of satisfaction with the cooperation with the tutors and with the assistance they provided. Most often, the focus of the tutor assistance is placed on the preparedness of the students for passing the exam in a specific subject (successfulness graded with average grade 4.24 on a 1-5 scale), learning how to learn (successfulness graded with 3.76), preparation for the exam (graded with 3.44) and motivation and encouragement for learning (graded with 3.84). Most frequent location of meetings between students and their tutors was the faculty and rarer the tutor’s home.

It is interesting to mention that also part (34.56%) of the non-Roma students are interested in participating in the tutorship system. It is evident that this practice is affirming itself also among other students, especially those in need of support in their learning.
4. Academic and other Training  support
In addition to the tutoring assistance, the students RV Project beneficiaries benefited also from additional academic support for strengthening their competences. 

In the academic year 2010/11, Romaversitas implemented a full and diverse Program focused on the Roma students with the aim of improving their academic competencies and stimulating their motivation for learning. The program offered to the students consists of different types of activities of informative and educational nature. There, we should firstly mention the great number of training events attended by a large number of students.  
	TABLE 5. BASIC DATA ON IMPLEMENTED WORKSHOPS FOR STUDENTS

	Academic Training Workshops (REF)

	Training workshop topics
	Date(s) of the training

(from-to)
	No. of

training days and training hours
	Number of RV students participants

	
	
	
	Male
	Female
	Total number

of participants

	Writing essay and student paper work
	29.01.2011
	1d (8h)
	9
	10
	19

	Formal communication
	26.03.2011
	1 (8h)
	11
	9
	20

	Public Speech and Communication skills
	28.05.2011
	1 (8h)
	5
	7
	12

	New media
	18.06.2011
	1 (8h)
	5
	7
	12

	Brainstorming  ideas
	16.09.2011
	1 (8h)
	8
	14
	22

	Capacity Building of Romaversitas (OSCE)

	Project (Cycle) Management
	01 – 04.07.2010
	3 (24h)
	10
	8
	18

	Project Proposal Writing
	23 – 26.07. 2010
	3 (24h)
	10
	8
	18

	Fundraising
	01 – 02.08.2010
	2 (16h)
	10
	8
	18

	Communication and presentation skills

(how to approach  donors)
	17 – 19.12.2010
	3 (24h)
	10
	8
	18

	Project monitoring and evaluation 
	07 – 08.07.2011
	2 (16h)
	10
	8
	18

	Other training opportunities provided to RV students

	Participation of RV students at the 

YEF Summer Academy (Youth Educational Forum Summer Academy )
	14 – 21.08.2011
	6 (48h)
	5
	2
	7


As presented in the table above, RV conducted 5 training workshops (funded through the REF project) with a total of 85 participants. A total of 50 different students attended these workshops (33 Roma and 17 non-Roma students) receiving minimum 8 and maximum 40 hours training in topics and issues relevant for their studies and  for improvement of their academic progress.  
Aside of these one day training workshops, 18 RV students benefitted from additional 5 RV capacity building workshops supported and performed by the OSCE, receiving 104 hours training in Project Cycle Management, Project proposal writing, Fundraising, Communication and presentation skills as well as project monitoring and evaluation.

Additional 7 RV students were provided with an opportunity to attend the Summer Academy organized by the Youth Educational Forum (an active youth NGO) which might prove to be good strategy for achieving/providing more training to its RV beneficiaries at no costs. 
The outcomes of the academic training sub- component of the project can be summarized in a total of 58 Roma and 17 non-Roma students benefitted from a total of 10 trainings, receiving a total of 202 training hours. 
60 RV students attended foreign and/or computer literacy courses (33 attended the foreign language courses, while 27 attended computer course) (see table 6). All of them (100%) successfully completed the courses and obtained the relevant certificates.  
	TABLE 6: RV PROJECT STATISTICS ON THE SUCCESS RATE OF ROMAVERSITAS STUDENTS WHO BENEFITED FROM 
THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND COMPUTER COURSES

	Type of courses provided
	No of male students /attendees
	No of female students/

attendees
	Total no of students attendees
	Total no of students who successfully completed the course
	% of students who successfully completed the course

	Foreign language course
	15
	18
	33
	33
	100%

	Computer course I part
	12
	15
	27
	27
	100%

	Computer advanced course 
	9
	8
	17
	17
	100%


The review of the provided training shows that the majority of the activities are in direct correlation with the interests of the students, which indicates strong support not only in the course of their studies but also in the area of their personal development.
5. Students initiatives and projects (SIPs)
In the course of the academic year 2010-2011, 4 Students initiatives and projects were implemented by a total of 34 students (21 Roma and 13 non-Roma students participated in the SIPs project teams). As presented in the table 7 given below, 2 of the SIPs included small scale reach of relevant issues/topics of the student’s interest and importance, while the other 2 SIPs were of promotional and rising visibility nature. 
	Table 7: Name and basic info on the SIP
	NO of students participating in SIP

	Name:“Tolerance between the students”

Type of project: small scale research project

Scope of research: 3 state universities in Skopje, Stip and Bitola and 1 private (SEEU at Tetovo) ; 110 students respondents included  in the survey

Goal: To examine the level of interaction and cooperation of the students from different ethnic backgrounds at the universities. 
	8 students

(4 Roma and

4  non-Roma)

	Name: “I, University and My career”

Type of project: small scale research project
Scope of research: 1 private university and 2 faculties of 2 state universities, interviews with the  universities career centers; 90 students  respondents included in the survey
Goal: To examine whether the students recognize non-formal education and any university policies and practices for cooperation with employers; types of  career assistance (if any) offered to  students 
	5 students

(3 Roma and 2 non-Roma)

	Name of the project: “Different, but Equal”

Type of project: Flash mob/ promotional event  under the occasion of 8th of April, International Roma Day

Scope of project: Local, central Shopping center GTC in Skopje was the flesh mob location 

Goal: To draw public attention on the existence of well educated Roma professionals in various fields as a way to address the existing prejudices and stereotypes against Roma. At least 120-150 people watched the flesh-mob event 
	6 students
(3 Roma and 3 non-Roma)

	Short promotional movie: “Laboratory of success –Romaversitas”

Type of project: promotional

Scope of project: Country-wide

Goal: To improve the visibility of Romaversitas program and to celebrate 

project accomplishments, to present the impact of the project through personal stories of current and ex RV students beneficiaries/Roma university graduates
	15 students

(11Roma and 4 non-Roma)

	4 SIPS IMPLEMENTED  BY A TOTAL OF 34 STUDENTS (21 ROMA AND 13 NON-ROMA STUDENTS)


6. Peer mentoring by Roma university students to last year Roma secondary school students
A total of 49 Roma high school graduates (24 high school graduates in 2010 and 25 in 2011) were mentored by 24 RV university students peers. All Roma high school graduates (mentees) successfully enrolled the university. Although being small, the peer mentoring project sub-component (university guidance and non-formal gatherings) seems to have valuable positive impact on the decision of the Roma high schools graduates to definitely enrolled the university as well as to easy their initial period while  at the universities.  
As regard the successfulness of the RV Program and activities from the different perspectives of students living in Skopje and those coming from outside of Skopje, Roma students have divided opinions. The majority, or 46.34%, believe that RV activities are useful for Roma students both from Skopje and for those not from Skopje, 25.60% maintain that the activities are more useful for those students coming from elsewhere, whereas 6.12% claim that RV activities are better suited for the Skopje Roma students. It is evident that differences in opinion stem from the place of origin and residence of the respective student. All develop their opinion depending on their place of residence.   
II. Objective 2: Intercultural Education and Understanding
Under this project objective, RV provided  25 students (15 Roma and 10 non-Roma students) with Education for social justice training intended to improve the interaction and reinforce mutual cooperation among students from different ethnic backgrounds.   

	EDUCATION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE TRAINING (FOSIM)

	Training workshop topics
	Date(s) of the training

(from-to)
	No. of

training days and training hours
	Number of RV students participants

	
	
	
	Male
	Female
	Total number

of participants

	Education for Social Justice (Fist module)


	24 – 26.09.2010
	3(24h)
	12
	13
	25 

(15Roma and 10 non-Roma students)

	Education for Social Justice (Second module)


	19- 21.11.2010
	3 (24h)
	12
	13
	25
(15Roma and 10 non-Roma students)


From the viewpoint of socialization it is evident that the Roma students are extremely well integrated in higher education. As much as 87.26% of the respondents stated that they felt good, that they were accepted by the other students, and that they maintained regular formal and non-formal contacts. Given that all previous evaluations of the Program confirm this assertion, we can with certainty conclude that in the academic milieu there is no occurrence of discrimination and that Roma are well integrated into it. 

In regard to the students’ attitudes on the Romaversitas activities and on the possibility for them to be open also to other students, non-Roma, there is a difference of opinion. The majority of Roma students (65.85%) believe that Romaversitas should be open for all students, which will provide opportunities for non-Roma students to learn more about the Roma and will open the door to joint collegial work. These positive attitudes are contrary to the opinions of the other 22 Roma students (26.83%), who maintain that RV should focus exclusively on Roma students. These opinions are justified with conclusions that non-Roma students have ample other opportunities for participation, and that opening up of RV to all will not change anything, and that non-Roma students will not change the prejudice they have against Roma students. Only 6 respondents (7.31%) do not have an opinion on this issue.
Unlike the Roma students, all non-Roma students (14), who participated in the research, are in favor of opening RV and its activities for all students. They believe that this will contribute to joint collegial work of all students and will open opportunities for getting to know each other and for mutual understanding.

It is interesting to note that the majority (74.85%) of students advocating for closing the RV activities to non-Roma students highlighted at the same time that they were well accepted by their colleagues at the university and that they are friends with a number of students. Such attitudes are in contradiction with their statements on RV activities and the possibility for non-Roma students to benefit from them. It is evident that there is little space for discriminatory relations between students, and that this is more an insistence on exclusivity of availability of RV activities.
The congruence of attitudes on the concept of opening RV activities to all between the Roma and the non-Roma students is worth highlighting. The need of Roma students to be understood by the others and to be able to achieve more frequent collaboration is evident. These beliefs are shared by the non-Roma students. 
There is ample room in the area of intercultural education and understanding for RV to play a more important role. Opening of the activities to non-Roma students can be a significant area where this cooperation could take place. This gives an opportunity for redesigning the RV Program and strengthening the intercultural education and cooperation component. 
6.Achievement of Indicators
The table provides an overview of the level of achievement of the key indicators that were set at the beginning of the RV Project.

	INDICATORS
	ACHIEVEMENTS
	ASSESSMENT

	80 Roma university students will benefit from the Romaversitas assistance offered. 90 % of them will successfully register next academic semester, keeping the high retention rate attained in the previous years
	76 out of 82 (or 92.68% of Roma students) enrolled into subsequent semester
	Achieved

	30 students will receive tutoring assistance and at least 80 % of them will successfully pass the exam in which they received tutoring
	32 Roma students received tutoring assistance with 85.24% success rate at the exams in the subjects they were tutored in
	Achieved

	A total of 60 students will participate in 4 academic workshops/training (50 Roma and 10 non-Roma students)
	58 Roma and 17 non-Roma students benefitted from a total of 10 academic workshops and other   trainings, receiving a total of 202 training hours.
	Achieved

	30 Roma students will receive foreign language and 30 students computer courses
	33 Roma students attended a foreign language course, 27 attended  standard computer course, 17 students attended the advanced computer course
	Achieved

	Maximum 5 SIPs designed and implemented by a total of around 25 students (20 Roma and 5 non-Roma)
	4 SIPs implemented by  a total of 34 students (21 Roma and 13 non-Roma students)
	Achieved

	At least 50 Roma high school graduates will receive non-formal peer mentoring for support of their future university education
	A total of 49 Roma high school graduates (or  24 in 2010 and 25 in 2011) were mentored by 24  RV university students peers
	Achieved

	15 Roma and 10 non-Roma students will receive education for social justice training
	15 Roma and 10 non-Roma students received education for social justice training. 
	Achieved


The analysis revealed that the indicators were fully met, reflecting the successful realization of the goals and objectives set in the RV Project.
7. Summary and Recommendations
The RV Project has made a significant contribution to the strengthening of university education among the Roma population. The efforts to improve the status and the achievements/success in the studying of the Roma population are enormous albeit filled with a great number of obstacles. FOSIM/RV effort compensates for the current weak state efforts in the resolving of the Roma issue in higher education.

The evaluation confirmed the high degree of satisfaction on the part of the RV Project beneficiaries with their participation in the Program. The majority progress successfully in their studies and achieve the standards expected in higher education. The support of the tutors and their participation in the RV Project activities are directly related to their success in the studies. 
The main goal of the Project: To empower about 80 Roma university students socially and academically so they are better prepared for their future life and carrier is being continuously and successfully achieved and the objectives set in the Program have been fully realized.  

The Program objectives: To improve the study and carrier prospects of targeted Roma students and to strengthen the interaction of Roma and non Roma students as a way for overcoming existing prejudices and stereotypes, have been fully achieved.
As regards the learning, the students are progressing successfully within their potentials. What characterizes them are their high level of motivation and their resolve to successfully complete their studies. 

The tutorship system is operating with success and has proven itself to be a good solution for overcoming the problems present in the mentorship system and it can be expected in the coming period to be accepted by the majority of Roma and maybe Non-Roma students. 

Romaversitas needs to continue its work, which it does with success and to continually take into account the needs and interests of the students in order to be able to meet them suitably and in time. It is obvious that in the coming period it needs to ensure continuance and strengthening of activities, for which interest was expressed by the majority of students. Strengthening the intercultural education and cooperation component provides an opportunity for strengthening RV itself and expansion of the Project.  The involvement of the Non-Roma students proved itself to be a correct step and needs to be nurtured and enhanced.
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