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Summary of the REF application procedure and eligibility criteria for grants 
STEP 1. Fill in the application form of the Roma Education Fund that can be downloaded from the REF website (see link below). Only applications filled out in the required format in English or Romani will be accepted for review. http://www.romaeducationfund.hu//documents/Application%20package%20English/refapplication%20final.doc
STEP 2. The completed Application Form with the resumes of key staff should be sent via email or post to the address below (please make sure that all requested information is submitted):

Email: info@romaeducationfund.org
Postal Address: 1056 Budapest, Váci utca 63. II/1-Hungary
STEP 3. After reviewing your Application Form, the REF Staff will request further information on the proposed project in the form of a detailed project description, and/or additional relevant information.
Procedures for approval of REF Projects

The REF has adopted a two-stage process of approval for project applications.

First stage
Approval by the Board of the project application:  The REF staff reviews the project application and prepares a brief project summary which is discussed at the REF Management Committee. The REF Director then sends the application and the project summary to the Board with the following possible recommendations: approval, conditional approval or rejection. The Management Committee may also decide to send an application back to the requesting organization for revision and improvement before submission to the Board.
The decision of the Board is reflected in the minutes of the Board meeting. The requesting organization is informed of the decision of the Board.

Second Stage
Approval by the REF Management Committee of the Project Implementation Plan (PIP) and the revised application: The Applicant organization then prepares a PIP and provides any additional information subsequent to the Board approval. The REF Management Committee reviews the package and assesses its quality and conformity to the requirements set by the Board. The Committee may decide to send the package back for improvement, or accept it. The Applicant is then informed about the final approval of the package, and the contract is prepared and signed.
Summary of Eligibility Criteria for Projects

Applications for projects to be supported by the REF are accepted from public and private entities in the member countries of the Council of Europe, focusing on the nine countries of the Decade of Roma Inclusion.

The eligible projects are classified as follows:

1. Projects aiming at supporting systemic reform and educational improvements for Roma, including scaling-up of pilot activities.

2. Project piloting and testing Roma educational interventions.

3. Projects aiming at analyzing Roma education issues and helping develop policies and build institutional capacities.

If the public sector is involved in a project, there must be a demonstrated commitment for developing and adopting an appropriate policy framework, including provisions for the project in the consolidated public sector budget.
Frequently asked questions on the use of financing for projects provided by the Roma Education Fund can be viewed at:
http://www.romaeducationfund.hu/documents/FAQ.doc
Should you have any further questions, please contact the REF office where the REF staff will readily answer all your questions!
Tel: + 36 1 235 80 30

Fax: + 36 1 235 80 31
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